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The Beoker-Lowe Gallery on Feagan, between Memornial and the

Hesigghts, is the kagest gallery in the country boasting Australian Aboriginal Art
This art is singular in that, although it is over 40,000 years old, it has been
drawn en cave walls, on humaon bodies during ceremenies, and in the sand until
relatively recently. Canvases were first introduced 1o the Abonigines in the 19405
Wil sorme of the artists sill mix their paints kom ochre and minerds denved from
the earth and mixed with an indigenous fueative much like ghe, the newer artists
herver sbarted wsing ocrylic on large medivmdoothed bnen canvs.

Mana Booker, co-owner of the galkery, has been the honorary consul 1o Australia
for the Stote of Taxos since 1999 She and her hushband, coowner M. Derad Lo,
have grect o sion for the .-'-".l:q:urigrﬂ| pe-npla “'ia}r frepvel hﬁ.uahﬂiﬂ-wﬁ}rund
rmeed with the direclors at varows arfishc centers —which are organizations sl vp
in the kade 19705 o presarve the native cultures in the rermotest parts of the conti-
renl. Both Bockar and Lewe are peopls wheo intercct regularhy with both the elders
of the tribe and the young arfids who are being schooled in the weay of their ancient
arhishic fradition. In this way, the artishic inlegrity of the communities is respecied
e the mreorery sarned with the saks of their an is spent on schook, paving oo
and building community centers

Sarre of the most modern-booking art is being crected by the telling of ancient cra-
alican maghs, or the "Dreamings,” of the oldest Indng colture, Thess indganous peo-
phe liver in rerrcle vilkages of the desen, plains and even the islands marth of the
Australion mainkand. Major arfidic commwnities spring from the Borrier Reef and
the tip of Gruserskand, 1o Dedby in far western Avstradia and even 1o the far tip of
the Cape York Peninsula, Their creation tabes are called Tjukurpa, or the *Diream
Tirree In this ancient world, only a few god ke characters reigned, with nomes
susch e the Bainbow Serpent ard the Lightning Men. They rocrmed the bamen sarth
and created hwman beings, plants, ammak and geographic landmearks.

BOOKER-LOWE GALLERY

Only corbain indivduals are given costody of “Dveamings,” deter-
mired by where and when they were born and their ancestral fies, A
sries of dols and lines make the paintings pleming o the eye and
rhythmic—often songs ame sung while the paintings are being mode.
The Abongines vsed 1o paint their sories on sand and the paint was
made of a mixure of nateral achre or charceal. The micang of paint
and the smnd was what presumably made the paint drow ielf inko
chot-like shapes. Some of the ongin slanes are of a crop, an animal or
a season. “Honey Anl Dreaming,” “Waler Dreaming” and “Two
Kangaroos Dreaming” are all examplkes of names of “Dreamings”
which are imporant to different communities.

The unicque bird's-eye view of the trails and footprints of animak and
hical areas makes the artwork resoncles with a map-like qual-

ity. The kack of a horzon and ‘Wesdern perspective rokes thess works

nearly burst with lopographical and three-dimensonal movement.

Owwniers Mearna and Dovicd Lowe travel by plane and four-wheeler 1o the
Fusrtheesd SRS of Austrelics = some F}I-u:t;m. thest cren’t ensan cicoessibbke
churing the rainy season - o pursue their private collection of the beau-
tifd and vibrant pieces and 1o continse on their quest o bring
Abargnal an 1o the forelront of the American ant sene. The gallery
pricks itsell on showeaing o plethana of art from a myriod of arfidic
conmmunilies. inclading regions such as the Lockhant River Ant Gang
anid Papurya, Balgo and the Trwi lbands. Their prices can rangs amy-
where from $170 1o $25,000. In addtion 1o the shows, the Booker-
Lewves Craalbery showes of bearst ane non-Abariginal antist per year and is
shewwreeming world- rerewmesd speakers, such as an upcoming evening
weith Andrew Wagner, the Editor-in-Chiel of American Craft
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